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Cheyenne Jackson has been through the wringer the last couple of years — divorce, 
deaths, starting over — but his strong, supple voice shows no signs of wear and tear. 
That was obvious at Cafe Carlyle on Tuesday, where the openly gay, openly studly star 
of such Broadway musicals as “Xanadu” and “Finian’s Rainbow” debuted his show, 
“Eyes Wide Open.” 
 
The 75-minute evening of pop songs, standards and a composition of Jackson’s own, 
inspired by his late grandmother, called “Red Wine Is Good for My Heart,” is best 
described as a nightclub confessional. 
 
Jackson’s hard-fought sobriety was a recurring theme threaded into an eclectic song set 
that launched with an urgent “Stand By Me” and led to a swinging “A Foggy Day” and a 
sobering medley of “I Get Along” and “Don’t Get Around Much Anymore.” 
 
Jackson, 39, sent out a sweet rendition of Elton John’s “Your Song” to absent new 
husband Jason Landau. Jackson mentioned that he first laid eyes on Landau “across a 
crowded AA meeting.” 
 
TMI? Maybe. But it’s Jackson’s cabaret and he can share if he wants to. Still, the night 
was at its best when the “Beyond the Candelabra” star piped down and sang — and took 
a risk or two. Like when he accompanied himself on Lady Gaga’s “The Edge of Glory.” 
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ÒFalling Slowly” from “Once” was an emotional highlight. And he did a very good 
version of Joni Mitchell’s “A Case of You,” dedicated to his mother. 
 
Jackson took a moment to recall Elaine Stritch, who lived and performed at the Carlyle 
Hotel. When he first came to New York, friends told him he couldn’t say he’d “made it” 
until he saw the legendary actress without pants. She came backstage, he said, when he 
was doing an Encores! concert version of “Damn Yankees,” told him he was terrific, then 
pulled down her pants to give herself an insulin shot. 
 
“I’d made it!” he said. 
 
And after a rough couple of years, he has again. 
 
“Eyes Wide Open” runs through Jan. 24 at the Cafe Carlyle, 35 E. 76th St. $65 and up; 

(212) 744-1600. 
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